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Department of Political Science
Outline for today
• State of play
• Key shifts
• How to explain the election: 
• I The issues
• II Character, emotions and the direction of the country
• III Changing Electorate
• Anti-Majoritarian Elements of American Democracy
• Additional Challenges
• Potential and Partial Solutions
State of play
• Divided, polarized country
• Record turnout on both sides
• Democrats win the popular vote by roughly 2.8 million votes
• Battleground states on razor’s edge.
• Biden has multiple routes to 270 through combinations of PA, MI, WI 
NV, AZ and GA. 
• Trump has fewer routes to 270.
The shifts
The Sunbelt to the Democrats? GA, NC, FL, AZ, NV
The Industrial Midwest to the Republicans? PA, MI, WI
Mitch McConnell: The Republicans need to do better with women, with 
the college-educated and in the suburbs.
Can the Democrats regain part of the white working class and hold on 
to their significant Black and Latino support?
How to explain the election: Issues
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How to explain the election: 















Anti-majoritarian elements of American 
Democracy
Electoral College: If Trump wins the electoral college, this would be the 
third time in six elections that Republicans have won the Presidency 
while losing the popular vote. No Republican President has won the 
popular vote since 1988.
Senate: small-state bias. Republican Senators have represented a 
majority of Americans for only one Congress in the last 40 years, 




By 2040, half the population will live in 8 states:
CA, TX, FL, NY, PA, GA, NC, IL 
The next 8 largest states will have 20% of the population: OH, NJ, MA, 
MI, WA, AZ, CO.


Will make the Senate even more unbalanced
As a result, 30% of the population will control 68% of the seats in the 
Senate.
Put another way, 50% of the population will control 84% of the seats. 
The other 50% will control 16% of the seats.
The smaller states will on average be whiter, older, and more rural than 
the larger states, with their big cities and large immigrant populations.
Think CA, TX, GA versus Red OK, SD, WY
Partisan Gerrymandering: 13R 5D or 9R 9D
Additional issues diminishing the quality of 




• The role of money in elections
• A partisan Supreme Court?
Some potential solutions
• Federalism allows state and local diversity (e.g. on climate change)
• Gerrymandering can be fixed by independent commissions
• In many states there is popular support for expanding voting rights
• Giving statehood to DC and PR
• Reforming the electoral college – the ME and NE model
• Reforming the Supreme Court – court packing, creating a 
Constitutional Court, 18 year term limits for justices, staggering terms 
to allow each President two Supreme Court appointments
